Hello GCCPA members,

Fall Is a super time to be in the club calf business. Those
show calves from the previeus calving season are now being
shiown and those new baby calves are hitting the ground. Guess
# our cows have their priorities straight and na one bas forced me to
# miss a Georgia game yet.

Wow! What a start for the new show season for GCCPA.
GCCPA had a great show at the July Junior Beof Futurity, We had
numerous steers and heifers make the “Top Five™ in their
# respected divisions, The Grand Champlion steer was a Checks in
g the: Miil sired calf raised by Paul Crump. | teld Paul | was going to
il take some credit on the steer because | helped pick the momma
cow as fow years back. Congrats ta all of our members,
The Geargia National Fair looks to be another competitive
event with many awesome calves. We are also lucky in Georgia to
have such a great place to show calves like the Geargia National
il Fairgrounds. | hope the exhibitors know how luchy they are to
have a place like Porry.

Since | brought up facilities, some of my favarite memories

a5 a kid was going to Athens each year for the Georgia State Steer
Show and showing in the hasketball celiseum. The old barn is
now gane, but | remember the friendships and memories made and
& alsa fitting those steers in the ving as part of showmanship
competition. | also still have the picture of Horshel Walker and
B mysell when | meet him on his way to track practice,

% Finally, thanks to all the directors plus Holly and Billy for atl
g the: great wark they are doing with GCCPA. Again, we are ane of
& the best youth livestock organizations in America. Az members
S we should all be proud of that. On the home tront fike most of us,
life is hectic. | am preparing my judging team for the American
| Royal in Mansas City and calving season Is still going strong. W
@8 had rain earlier this week which was such a blessing. Good luck to
dl everyone and hope you have your own success stories at the
Geeorgia National.

Graog Bowman
President
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LRLCPA Csif wins Tennessee State Fair

& Habd wolghl steer, 1075 lhs stesy, when shows in our State Show in
Fabruaey, was later sold to 2 Tennesses fsmily was recently named Qverall
Champion st the Tennesses Seef Expa on Juiy 12th, 2005, The steer was
arad by SCOPA membay Jody Snith Saith Sres, Farm from Pove, 8. The
sheer was sired by a Flush son arml was oud of a Meyer! Maine/&ngss oo
The calf was undafeatad In
eizee in Goorgln, fninhod
with BS points and piacod
4th in the GCCPA staay
division. The stesr wss
shown in Geagiz by Lafnn
Johnson from Cass High 4H.

Congratulations
Smith Bros.




“Should You Creep Feed?”

Welgh added cost against added gain and other benefits.
by Brooke Byrd

Producers often debate the value of creep-feeding calves prior to weaning. As unlversity
specialists point out, there are several factors that determine whether creep-feeding,
when carefully considered and tallored to the specifics of an operatlon, can translate
erira pounds into profit.

“The marketing scenario of the calves will have an effect on whether you should creap-
feed,” says Twig Marston, Kansas State University Extension boef specialist. Factors te
consider include whether producers retaln ownership, sall at weaning, background calves
or precondifion calves. Reglonal, environmental and current weather conditions can also
factor Into the declzlon-making process.

“Welght galn Iz usually the number one reason that we creep-feed,” Marston says. By sup-
plementing the milk and forage, creep-feeding can fulfill nutrient requirements and help
the calf reach its genetic potential. This is most beneficial when feed s cheap and calves
are high-priced, Marston says. Both commercial and sesdstock produeers can reap that
banofit.

However, he adds, “Cost effectiveness is something ta be concerned abaut.™ While creep
can add pounds, it's crucial to compare the cost of the supplement to the added profit
from the extra pounds gained.

If it takes 10 pounds (Ib.) of creep feed to make 1 1b. of added gain, Marston explains, that
means the feed conversion ratio is

10-to-1. If creep feed costs $0.15 per pound, sind calves eat 10 b, to gain 1 1b., it costs $1.
50 for that pound of gain.

“That pound of added weight has te be worth $1.50, or we've lost money™ he says. “Now,
if wir improve feed efficiency to where it takes only 5 pounds to put 1 pound of galn on,
then it's 30,15 ¥ 5, which is ${.75. As long as the value of the gain is more than $.75 a
pound, we're making moncy.”

Uniformity to profitability

Jdohn Paterson, Mantana State University Extension beef specialist, notes creep-feeding
alse helps create a uniform calf crop, “Buyers Jove those uniform calves,” he saya.
“Wouldn’t it be nice if | had 250 steers in a pen, and all 250 got sold after a hundred days
an feed?”

Instead, Paterson says, some are usually ready to be harvested after 140 days on foed,
some at 150 days and the rest at 170 days. Having a unlform calf crop from the beginning
provents the necd for excessive sorting, thus putting more dollars back In the seller’s
pocknt.

Croep-feeding, Marston says, can lessen the weight gap between the normally llghter
calvies from younger females and these from more mature cows. “We know the calf has
the genetics to grow, so if we creep-feed that ealf, he'll welgh clozer to what calves out of
alder cows wauld wrigh,” Marston explains.

This may cause some problems in separating poorer-producing cows from their better-
milking counterparts. Marston encourages producers to pay close attention te the differ-
ences between calves and to carefully note calves that are below-average gainers.

“If you creep-feed, it's going to be harder to find those cows that milk less, and it's going
i make those cows that are average look more llke high-milking cows,™ he explains.
“When it comes to culling time or selecting replacement helfers, cresp-feading could make
it tougher for you to make selection decisiona ™

Howewer, Marston says, differences between good cows and bad cows will still show up.
“Iif calf & is going to weigh the moat not belng creep-fed, he's still going to weigh the most
on creep feed, but he might not welgh the most by 40 pounds like he did before. How, he
may only weigh the most by 20 poundz,” he says. “Calf £ may be the Iittlest one without
creep feed, and he's still going to be the littlest ene with creep feed. However, he'll he
closer in weight to the average than he would have boen without the creep feed.”



Preventive treatment

Marston says creep-feeding can provide an added bonus for herd health, both by includ-
ing medication to prevent disease and by preventing or lessening stress later in life. "We
can medicate a creep feed to reduce the Incldence of foot rot or pinkeye or respiratory
troubles," hi: says. “We'd use the creep feed as a carrder for medieation or @1 feed additive.™
Such additives would usually take the form of antlblotics or ionephores, Marston says.
“Trace minerals and vitamins can also be psed to fortify feed to improve immune response
and aid healing.™

Creep-feeding can get calves used to oating feed, thus reducing the time it takes to get
them started. “You can reduce morbidity and mortality arcund high-stress perieds like
weaning. Wi reduce shrink from stress, so you'll gain pounds that way,” Marston notes.,

Supplementing groceries

One of the most common reasons to creep-feed is to prepare for early weaning. “in the
vnvironment we're in fight now, | want these calves off the cows.” Paterson emphasizes. in
times of drought or other harsh conditions, “we have got to save the grass for these cows.”
i possible, he recommends beginning to creep at arcund 120 days of age and weanlng at
180 days. Normally, calves weould be weaned at 200-210 days and creep-fed 60-90 days prior
to weaning.

While creep may supploment for low guantity, Paterszon also explains that producers
often face problems of poor quality. “When forage digestibility is less than 50% and protein
i less than 79%, | really want to start thinking about creep,” he says, SIf I'm droppling under
T% protein, 1 think I'm starting to hurt ruminal fiber digestion.

“'m just not getting encugh groceries in these calves from the forage,” Paterson notes.
However, in reglons whers pretein may be high and forage lush, he advises agalnst craep-
feeding. “When that cow has great intake, great quantity and beautiful quallty, why would |
want to creep?” Patersen suggests taking a fovage sample when declding whother to
cresp.

A common misconception about crecp-fecding, Paterson says, Is that It takes pressure
off cows. What does help cows, he notes, is carly weaning.

Fighting flab
One of the blggest downsidas to creep-feeding is the passibility of animals getting too fat.
Paterson says he llkes the effects of creep-fed performance-tested bulls, but Is concarned
with overconditloning. “The bulls den’t have their working clothes on when they've got that
kind of weight gain,” he says. “What I'm hoping to do is put frame on these cattle and not
put o lot of fat on them.™
Marston echoes his concerns about reproductive ability. “In replacement helfers, creep-
feeding that I3 done at too high of an energy leve for ton long could cause some fat deposi-
tion around and within the vddar tisrue, and wo conld have somoe offect on future milking
potential of thoze femalos,” he says.
He alzo acknowledges that creep feed can cause ealves ta be ton fleshy, but says, “creap-
feeding will not be detrimental to your marketing of fat cattie as long as you market tham
when they're ready” Creep-fed cattle could receive discounts due to Yield Grade (Y5) 45 if
fed too long, but, Marston says, “If you feed the catlle ta the proper end point, you might
actually save money buying creep-fed calves because they were in the feedyard fewer
dzys.T

To prevent fleshiness problems and maximize effectiveness of creep feeds, Marston
says there are three facters that can be controlled: nutrient density of the creep feed, the
length of time it"s fed and daily intake.
Diluting the energy In creep feed, or reducing the catories per pound fed, will make the
creep feed safer to feed, and you'll still get a weight response, Marston notes. However,
reducing the nutrient density can also negatively affect foed effiviency, thus making the
arecp less cost-effective.
Intake: can be adjusted similarly. Producers could decide to anly creep-feed calves 30-60
days: before weaning or to start them on creep feed when only 360 days oid, giving them
access to creep for 150-180 days.



Some producers use salt to limit Intake without decreasing nutrient density, Marston
explains. “Salt will limit intake to desired levels,” he says, but advises producers that it
takes constant management and can be hard on creep feeders.

Final considerations

Some producers may be concerned about the labor reguired. “Creep feod needs rautine
inspection to make sure you're not getting that feed wet or moldy,” Faterson says. 90F it
gets llke that, Intake’s going to go te zero.” But, besides checking the foeders and
restocking Inventory, he says labor should be fairly minimal.

“Hnow your operatlon and know the benefits; know the pres and cons of & management
practice,” Marston says. “Then you can make an educated decision on whether creep-
feeding Iz a practical management style for your ranch.”®

A cresp-feeding calculater is available at www.agric.gov.ab.ca/app! Healclivestook/
creepsheet.Jsp to help producers decide if crecp-feeding is the right decision for their
oparations.

Ganetic aeffects

Worries about creep-feeding masking or unfairly enhancing genetics are not a concern
when talking about expected pregeny differences (EPDs), says Sally Northeutt, Amerlcan
Angus Association director of genetic research. “When we calculate EPDs, we account
for that management difference in the contemporary group definition,” she says.

“In order to sort out genctic ditferences, we must account for nulsance variations, such
as creep-feeding,” Mortheutt adds. Producers who submit productlon data to the Associa-
tion Performance Programs Department must separate calves that recelve creep from
those that don't into distinct contemporary groups. These groups are defined in terms of
their managemoent practices, which means all animals In the group have had the same
expericnees and environmental conditions.

The EFD: of the group that receives creep are generated based on the average of that
graup, while the same is done to the group not recelving creep. Therefore, Northoutt
says, “you know you're looking at genetic differences.”

Proven profitability

Creep-fecding has been a beneficial toel to many producers, says Kim Hager, a beef nutri-
tienist with CHE Mutrition. Selling approximately 50,000 tons of cresp feed annually
thraugh dealers in the Morthwest, Hager says, “It’s economlcal. Cattle put gain on, and
the gain cost from the creep feed is probably half of what preducers sell that gain far.™
He: tells of a producer whose cost per calf for creep-feeding was $25 per head, and his
calves were 50 pounds [Ib.} heavier. “He made at least £2 for every $1 invested,” he says.
When asked about creep-feeding, Roland Starnes, manager of Southern Cattle Co., Camp-
bellten, Fla., says, *We can't afford not to.” With a 95% purebred Angus herd producing
about BIHI calves a year, Starnes says; “it fallz Into our total program.™

Currently selling 20- to 24-month-old bulls, Starnes says he hopes to sell 15- to 18-month-
ald hulls. “To do that, we need that extra size from Day 1,7 he amphasizes.

“We get higgern, healthier calves at weaning time,™ he notes. “Right now, with the price of
corn versus the price of calves, it's a no-brainer.”

He: alse says ereep-feeding is an important tool when dealing with an inhospitable
climate. “We fight the climate and the humidity and the heat down here in the South,” he
notes. He uses creep-feeding to provide calves an envircnment conducive to growing.
Scott Cymbaluk, Belfield, N.D., calves out 115 cows and puts creep feed in frant of their
calves when they're just 8 few weeks old. He feeds creop partly to start the calvies and
partly ta help oot the cows by saving forage. “We've bean so dry up here that it's Impor-
tant to save on grass,” he says.

“1 think far rvery dollar you put in creep feed you're probahly getting twe back in just
what you save in cows and grass and less headaches,”™ Cymbaluk says. “Bottom line:,
what you're doing is for the dollar. If you put 80 extra pounds on them, when they're bring-
ing 51 & pound, that"s 580 extra you have In your pocket.”
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Fourth Overall Steer




WIREGRASS

o

WINTER

CLASSIC

DECEMBER 9 & 10, 2005
WIREGRASS ARENA IN NICHOLLS, GEORGIA
Judge - Matt Spangler, University of Georgia

Steer Slow I00F Wineers:

Suprime Champdon

dordy Tavlor = Lowasbes Lo, FFA
Brsres Snpreene Chuarmpinm

Robby Avery - Cedguitt Do, FIEa,
Third Creerall

Hen Soetl - Coliee Sn. FRA
Fowurly Cwverpli

Anna Tayber = Coek Uin FEA
Fillly {haeail

Armna Taylar - Cook Coo TEA

Heifier Bhow 2004 Winners:
Buprmns Chamgen
Woard Bluels - Jlecksan o FRA

Reacran Bupremne Champion

Dalee Berry - West Uoilee FFA
Tizizid £verall

Jusrin Behherg - Thomes Co. 4-11
Fourth Cregrall

Sared Bl - West Calier FRA
Filth {ivernll

Ward Biack - Jacksen Co, FEA

Mark your calendars and be sure to come and participate in one of the
up and coming cattle shows in Georgia. The show is open to all 4-H
and FFA members currently in school, Registration information will he
available cn the Georgia Club Call Producers Associalion website

{wenssEnoreia

additional information please call Jimmy Scott at 912-3589-6014 or
email jimmyscottivicharter net.




Well September has been hot and dry and a pretty miserable month for calving
out cows . Hopefully we'll have cooler and wetter conditions in October and Novem-
ber. Late calving cows may be o blessing this year . On a personal note thanks to
those of you whe contributed to the GCCPA gift on my bahalf . I've ardered those
hand-made Ostrich boots frem the Mercedes Boot Company in
Fort Worth , Teras . | know my feet don't deserve such a palr of beots and 1 know
my deeds don't but thanks a bunch . I'll always remember where these boosts came
fram .

The Futurity was really great this year from all the comments and hopefully will
he even higger and hetter next yoar . Al the Futurity exhibitors will be receiving a
real nice SEweat Shirt with the Futurity logeo at the Georgia Natienal Fair on Saturday
Exhibkitors can pick them up in the BeeflBairy Arena . If everything works out , nent
year | hope to use the two ring/two judge format at the Futurity . Exhikitors will
show their steer or halfer In Ring 1 under one judge and then go into Ring 2 and
show under a different judge . Everyone liked this concept at the GGCPA Field Day
this Spring and hopefully If the facilitles will allow it at the Fairgrounds we will put
that concept in place at the 2006 Futurity . Mark your calender for July 8 thru 81

The recent issue of THE SHOWEBOX magazineg gave the Futurity some great cov-
erage as It did with GCCPA . All of the GCCPA award winners , including pictures of
the Top Ton winners in each of the fosr divisions were pictured along with the com-
plete Point Winners . All of the Champlons at the Futurity were also featured . THE
SHOWBOX is the official publication of GCCPA and if you want to subscribe you can
send $35 to : THE SHOWEOX , P.O. Box 1088 , Crockett , Texas 75835 . Itf's one of
the nation's largest junior livestock publications and s definctely a way to keep
uvp with the shew calf , pig , meat goat and sheep industries . The Saptember issue
Includes a club calf Sire Summary which is useful for the up-caming breeding
season . 1 find that it"s just a good all-arcund junior livestock publication .

I want to also welcoeme all our naw GCCPA members and also our new GCCPA
Officers and Directors , including Haolly &lford , our new Executive Secretary , that
came on board this spring . It keeps lots of people involved to keep GCCPA rolling .
Holly has done a superb job with THE SHOWBARN so give her a thank you when you
see her . Also Joy Carter is the new GCCPA webmaster , recently approved by your
Ofificers and Directors, so check out our new , attractive , web site at : www.georgi-
aclubcalves.org when it's completed in a few days . This web site will become
your official up-to-date source of information and will include several new featuras ,
including a Livestock Show Calender , which will include information and contacts
for as many shows as we can get information on across Georgia - This alene will ke
useful to exhibitors , county agents and ag teachors . The number one guestion |
get every Fall from ag teachers and families is what shows am 1 eligikle for and
where can | get information about them .

In clesing , let me encourage you to become involved on a local and arca level in
your junior livestock program . Find those bright spots and make them better .
Forget the negatives as they don't contribute to growth but quickly create a demise
for all invalved . Promote your farm and program by hosting @ cook-out for 4H and
FFA exhibitors , put up a nice farm sign , allow your cattle to be used in judging
workouts and offer support where you can . You'll be surprised how peaple will
notice what you da and how you da it ! Looking forward to seeing you at the
Grorgia Mational .

= Bllly Moss-



Creep and carcass guality

Another item to take Into consideration
when welghing the pros and cons of
creep-feeding I3 Its offects on carcass
quality. Research dene at the University of
Minoiz (V1) by Dan Faulkner and others
Indicates that creep-feeding can influence
final quality grade. Based on the rescarch
data, Faulkner has recommended that
calves be creep-fed for at least 80 days to
ohtain results.

Data from the Ul study also suggest that
the type of creep feed used has an cffect
on carcass quality. Calves fod o high-
energy diet, based on corn, had a greater
chance of having improved carcass guality
than these fed a high-fiber diet, based on
soybhean hulls.

For producers aiming for a target of
increased Certificd Angus Beefd (CABI)
accepiance, improving carcass guality Iz
an important step,

For mare information about Faulkner's
research, visit his faculty Weh site at
WAL ansEi.uive.
edufaboutusifacultyldetails.cfm?ID=29,
"Reprinted with permission from the Juns
205 Angus journal™
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Wike & Christy McCravy
24 Witliamson Read * Bowdon, Ga 30108
H {FF0)258-9377 L (F770}328-2047
E-mall: mrocattfedyaloo. com
werwe e attle_corm
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= Todd: & Holly nlﬁnﬂf(]
o {706} 207 -9454
e (TO6) 270-3994

Juniovy donw't forget
Lo joive youw junior
breed cussociations,

they offer premivms,

ONLY

if you ave o mesmber,

althe stode show!

Requirements for Calves to be
GCCPA Tagged

It's important that all members know
the requirements for 2 calf to be
tagged with the official GCGCPA
cartag. The rules are listed belaw:

1. Calves must be bred and borm on a
member's farm, or

2. Dwned and born on other premises
(example — you own a cow that is at
an ET center in [Georgia or another
state), or

3. Calves are ellgible from the purchase
of bred cows or frozen embryos only if
bred cows or embryos are purchasocd
frem another GCCPA member, and the
new owner shall be listed as Breeder
on the GCCPA polnt sheet.

4. Only dues paylng members are aligl
ble to purchase tags. (Exhibitors can
not pay dues and buy tags for an indt
vidual they purchase the calf fram.)
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Dedicated to Youlh Livestock Prn}acts
: S0 Slnce 1976 i

At Godirey's Warehouse wa stand
behind our praduct, Qur staff is
dedicated to supplying our
cusiomers qualily feed In a
tirrely manner. From large

scale operations to the . i . -
hi I'd feeds o : ;b 3 i
wf’ﬁ;ﬂr g&;:;g resilis; Gang;atu!aﬂons io E‘_r{l:é,lynmr
- o ; ‘Beef Futurity Exhibitors
and Good Luck this faii!

Show Calf and Bull Test Rations
Thanks to all who tote
... Bodfreys to their animals

Livestack and ste Feeds" il

Godfrey's Warehouse
255 West Jefferson Street
Madison, GA 30650
Fencing and Farm Supplies 706-342-0264

Feértilizer and Seed i Call for Dealer Locations



